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CHAPTER XITL
BLIND -MAN'S TOLIDAY.

Christmas holidays withont any parties, with-
put any prosents, without any skating, without
any riding—a year ago, Edward would have pro-
nounced such to be utterly unbearable, and yet
this year exactly such fell to his lot. Tt rained,
too, for & who'e fortnight aficr the holidavs be-
gan—a miserah le kind of drizzle, between anow,
hail, and rain; the roads were meveral inchea
thick with red mud ; and theskv one impenetra
ble veil of grey mist. Amy’s heart sank every
smorning as she Jouked vut at the impracticable
weather, and she cast anxious glances at Fad-
ward's face, as she entered the breakfast-room,
fearing to sce that it hal set1led down into that
peculiar Yook of discontent which she had known
him to wear in other holidays on much smaller
rovocation. Charlotte, too was on the alert, and
Amy thought that the more dismal things
looked without, and the greater lack there throat-
ened to be of amusement within, the higher her
courage rose. In fact, rainy holidays in Aunt
Fllice's house, were prec'sely the emergency for
which Charlotte had long been preparing, and to
which she hoped to prove berself equal. Circum-
stanoces fav her efforts.  Barah went away for
afortnight to visit her parents. Detsy took a
severe cold the day after, and was confined to
her room, and the greater part of the hounsehold
work devolved upon the two sisters. Chaslotte
found that an inexhaustible store of amusement
could be got out of it by persuading her younger

brothers to look upon the house, for the time be-
ing, In the light of admert Lsland, and to cal
Lelping in various departments of the household
work, the best fun in "the “world. Running
through the sleet and mud to"the butcher's to
fetch Aunt Ellice's mutton-chops, represented
'an exoursion into the woods to kill game,” and
the disputes that took place every morning and
evening with a deafl milkman, whe would not
believe that the boys were competent to take in
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pove: “imo, it will be eold tharn
#aid Collina, af or & minute's silenos,
Hmppose

“What's that say 7 eried Lyon
hia ebair down with a clat er, and nudd’
!-nnt the apeaker. ‘What'
What 7 What **

cot, retreating, as Lyon
o 5.7 qnuuan el
L umt,

A step alier

9% eiingz, when we came bers to talk over im-

o insult Lyon,
hour to tea time.
ta'k it all over, and settis what “ad best be done;

tes, we must to the Doctor,”

“Who nid.?d!i not chooss to hear?" said
Lyon. “Ain't I hearisg? What have you to
say P

1We want to know whether you mean te
In the resolution we have all taken to send
to Coventry, till he has cou! f-n-ud that he deatro
od your easay and stole the five-pound nots, ﬁf
you join us, we had rather matage the sffuir
o.urselves, MTWO shull say nothing about it
to the I ior; but, if you don't, thers'll be no
use in our dmng anything, for, "if yon uphold
him, he'll care nothing for us; and so, as we
dm't clooss to have the odium of ths theft
thrown on the whola school, wa must tall what
;n- know to the Doctor, and let him inquire inte
*‘Grey had nothing to do with destroying the
essay. 1 have said so twenty nm...,.n.fn..w I'm
tired of raving it," said Lyon,
“You have never chosen to hear what onr rea-
#ons are for being sure that he has,” said Collins,
“You have never heard what Wycombe, and
Hardir g, and Hingl and Foster, and Pricket,
have to say about §."
“I shouid not believe them if I had,” said
Lyon, ‘I don't believe that there are above
the

thice fellows in the school who ever speak
You don't, Harding; you are toe

exusct truth,

stupid. 1 you were Lo see & cow, it would take
you three quarters of an hour to find out that it
was not a horse.  I'ricket, and you, Melcot, are
two great cowards ; and as for Wycombe and
King, why, every one knows what ™ they are ;
they \nuuld tell & bundred lies for & handful of
pears, or an inch of coffee,”

P ell,” waid Collins, thoughtfully, ‘if it were
only what & few feilows said, | acknowledge that
I should not think se I'nue'h about it; but, you
see, what they say agrees so well with things
that I saw, and you saw, and that there eannot
10 a mistake about. lov 1l teli you how it
slall ba, Lyon. You shall bo judge, and yom
thall hear all I have to say, and ques: on the
fellows yourself; and then, when you have heard
ever) nq ifyuu still say, on your honor,
vou v on't believe Girey ture your essay, we'll all
give up the chargesguinast him; but i }nn don't
aoquit him, then y ou must juin with us in trying
to foroe him te coifesws the truth, andclear the
;v.:’( of tle school from blame, Come, that's only
‘i Well, 1 think that Is falr,” said Lyon; ‘'only
hurn)ou it won't be mytononviuu me,
What have you to rav firs?"

* Well, to begin. You remember, don't you,
that yiu gave your essay to Grey the morning
of the day when ail the essays were given in?
Grey put it in his pocke’, and kept it there the
whole day; he todyo-on himself when you
first started the ides of havin uur letter” in
your theme, Heturned out bia jacket pocket,te
#oe if the letter had fallen out into it, and he
said—1 heard him myself—that be did not bow
lieve it could bave fallen out anywhere «lse, fcr
hoe had never taken the essay out until the sven-
i & when he wrute the moito on it,at your desk.

Melcot, ard stanley, and I, and several of us,
were &) nding around the stove that evening,

the mm, stood for an "‘encounter with the sav-
ages.”

That the whole family were not starved, and | f,40d, and we remarked

and we saw Grey hiding under your deak in the
duk. What he was & \here we nons of us
made out ; But we nm.lutl that he looked con-
to each other that it

Aunt Ellice poisoned by specimens of desert- | was Mru-.za!{vwol‘ of him to put off taking

jsland cookery, learned from Robinson Crusoce
was ewing to the exertions of Dudding and his
ittle sister Ellis, who, assoon as they understood
what was going on, offered to walk through the
ain every moming te Aunt Ellice’s house, and
4n the midst of all the bustle, contrived quietly
to get threugh a great part of the household
work, te which necessity had early made them
equal. Rllie proved herself a very good cook,and
Charlotte set harself eagerly te work under her
directions. There secmed to be some danger of
the whole family degenera ing into cooks, and of
the eomtents of Aunt Rllice's store-closet and
jhrder being converted inte an inexhaustible
.\m of very an-l\nnlhin looking mince-meat,

when Sidney oo ntrived ta prevent the schene | £ om the t'me you gave it Mm uli
from growing into & nuisance, by having a vote

the essay ise until so late in the day."

i nothlng In that,” said Lyon.

‘Well, you must see mnethinp in what I
bave 10 tell you next. Little Pricket and
Btanley were standing near Wise's desk

when ~ Grey brought the essays up, and
ttey Lith say that Wise never tou
loked at them, He told Grey to take them to
the study, and put them in his desk, and he told
bim whvn he would find the key of the desk,
and said something, besides, lbout rus'iog him,

Btanley says that (sroz'uumly lnl;.t:d [
was gone, re-

word, ‘and that, when
marked about bls bein absent."
“ He is often absert,” said Lyon
“ Only, putting sll these \hmgn together,”
seid Colling, **they look odd.
* Aant you 1o remar
on who had a chanos of touching your n-u
e Look
0 u\uf his desk on Ba
“some one might have ..unn Lo lln- stud

temehed the wall, and -mfh.hh foat - ths

“D 4 you hear wm 1 said about the Doctor?”
1 did, what then ?*' sald Lyom, who
had now taken out his penknife and was amas-
lu himself by cutting litthe alits ln- his trom-

"1 declare, Lyon,® said Malost, “you're al-
Ern ug-:::'t .Y‘::;l abomt (rey, as Dudding
bringing |} o

enly con-
s that you are |

“O81 nothing, nothing, nething!” sald Mel-

waid Collina, ‘‘whag s the use of
tant busluess ?  Of course no one could mean
It‘and wants a quarter of an

shousd bave had time to

bat as Lyon doas not chovss to hear, why, afior

Besides, what |
is, that Grey was the only

and
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APARTMENTS TO LET—THE UPPKR
bt part of & 1) siory bomse, consistis g of freat and

carried ome afternoon, when the kitchen fire | y I\I-nl\ d;lw« e Tin the mvlfnlhnn waid Y""L rﬁom'r:-dlll‘t mr:ﬂ:ﬁd&z&m:‘h‘:ﬁ
. r ixlanders ere inelined u acknowledge yourself that two peo plee reofi. bedreom and Kitohan aa 1
pmoked, and the -‘”":‘L ': f“' ud I‘;l . m} ‘;l hies w'l Wise tell Grey {vl are he kapt the kay,' W (1o & mmadl, gentoel Amerioan fauily). "nly n‘
to guarrel, that the desert-islat | Lrnr_'.- n-nu'w “No; tha''s just whers it is,” in-eupted .I“Iil.
ecease every afternoon at live oclock; that the llnnhng “Yuu are come o the very point,
rooms might then assume their proper names,and | 81aploy breakfasted in the palor the moraing TW() FT‘.HISIIID ’QQ“!“’* AND
ver m,;".‘_l back bis own character, and retire after, and Le remembered that when Mrs, Wi ulu i “ ..:";:hA I;u'am“h:;oi“o::iarw'ld
syery life of Aunt LI it & cemo I 1o breakfast sho had a key in ber * wand ; | Hroome and Grand sta, rear P m m.::
inte the pe "'“; ife of Au o ; sltuing- ['m" atd she told I'T ll.u--ir lhl" the Lonsemaid had 4nired. 0"1 aMes
read, or find out some rational occupation, | found his desk key inside the study fender, and
'(?1, |‘.m would at one time have been a little | that it had neacly boen swept away with the ﬁmm. ul‘l'."‘ '.n‘“ u";“.:‘:"'.a,“
ﬂ’;:ot; t any interference with a reyguing fancy? ushes,  The !'vetor rematked how "'"l""‘lf ID-llﬂf‘r‘w:m ork m .-“?‘N;'
n A5 0y intersirense R 7 | Grey must ha tun £0F hack i ite #1 Liberty ot
now sbe rhowed ber impraved comward of ber | audvuid | hat ;‘t" £I:’uh;'n aver trust it out '\-f‘:ﬁl
l(‘m]ﬂ’.b]' enteriog heartily into Suloey's sehemes | own Lands again; and q anle y saw Lim put it ﬁ .’ m"m BUY A l‘!ﬂ"m)l‘
and only bargained that the rational employ o, Lis own watch ringe. ulrhh nlﬂhh. and l.:l-l'-ﬂ“‘ !l:.-”-::'ll.l“l.l:‘
ment should not interfore with blind-man's hnin- : |‘| " a'e sure of th. " a-ked Lyon, sox- 4 a. -:ﬁ-“-‘.d\i‘l.l-.'u-li.n:-l:‘t.l'r ﬁ;vuy task
fously. n ] r 'y I
day, the crowniny, hour of 'l"" "“.“-' She wag ' v certain as that [ s*and here," said Stan- 0N S W0 b “ui.‘.
nerally the first to proc'aim the right moment | ley. **J remember 1, becsuss the Doetor fum-
g J ' e o .| bled so long avout gewing the key on tu the FOR SALE—OR TO LET—HOUSK AND
for the party to adjourn to Aunt Ellice's room : R oy lot, Lot 180 fest by 1934. H
-+ ST iz ring, and went on ha f bre dkfsst-time sticking a I’nrul-hod N. a“ ‘ﬁw v Y |
and when they were rettlod it was ber Kreat de- | e into the slit of the ring, and gelling it fast "ll. Prise $L008, Twms easy, bet 11 and |
light to arrat e the tire, and the curtains; and [ gud pulling it out agsin,” AM 1 i
the whole room, according to her own ldeas of Hoanll- " maid Lyon, L TO LEr-IN THE SUN BUI.LD[NU
“ Wait a bit; I've not half done,” said Culs oor Naman and Fultoy sa, o llﬂmﬂx‘l. wit

comfort, and then to sit down on « little s*ool by
Aunt Ellice’s feet, and lay wriful traps for draw-
ing every ome, by means of skislful questions into

the kind of taik which was sure to carry them on
tongeet, and make them forget how blind-man's
boliday was spinuiog out into the whole evening.

Bhe beguiled Aunt Ellice into talking of old times,

and relaiing anecdotes of mamma and Uncle
Walier, and Sidney into painting word pletures,
and Amy into telling stories frem ber favorite
Look, and Edward into making «dd remarks about
people and things, which mude every one laugh,
though they were not imtended to do so, and
Frank inte his endless questioning =, reasoning,
Dudding generally contrive! °, prulong his labor
t0 this time, and ther Leing the tallest person
present, he used to establish bimself in the low-
“ent sealy and :it doubled up, with his elbows on
Lis knees, and his fuce bet ween his hands, slowly

turning his head from one speaker to auother,
laying in, Sidney said, & fresh stock of ileas for
fu\un prize theies,

Bometimes, however, Charlotte’s plots failed,
The talk would not go on smosthly, and then the
twillght and the quiet wers apt to produce mel
ancholy thoughts, and Clariotte looked round
'Illh dimn\ un & circle of grave, thoughtful

Un day, wher the frost had fairly set in, Ed-
ward per-uur\d his sis ers snd Siduey to come
down te the river to see the skuting. Silney
bad never soen :kating before, and Edward un-
Juckily set Lis beart on s attempting to walk
on the ice. 1t was wo easy, hie asserud, aud 8id-
my 's crutches wou'd Lo ratber o hel p than oth
erwise, Amy was pervousty but Edward and
Charlotte ﬁln rdown, and \.I...n unwilling

dwnll. m, sede the attempt, He was
::unmﬂur oppaite the cri ket-field, and
come home by the mesdows now covercd with
snow. The first few paces were very successful-
Iy performed ; but, just as he reached 1he mid-
d’lu of the river, they came In conta t witha par-
ty of hockey players, of whom Wycombe was
one. Whetuwer Wycombe really ;-l.l.qwl) Jostled
Biduey, er w hetbar Bdward, 10 his anxisty to
get between | hew, pushed bim to hastily furward,
was never clearly a-certned ; bat, someliow or
otler, Buluey lost bis b.laum and came down
with great foree un the ice, He did not seem
mueh burt &t nist, and managed to walk home ;
Lut, before evening, lie was i 8o much pain that

It was clear thau long walks were over for the

present for Wim, Me was bliged o be content

to lis on the sofa in Auut kllice's room, and give
up all hope of being wble W wecompany Fdward
to school for the urst few weeks of the new h..lf-

line, ** You must remember yourself how con-
fused Grey looked when he came back into the
scbool-room after he had loft the essays in the
study., Even Martiin remarked it, and you
know Grey is not a fellow 10 lo k red and stam-
mer furrolhlug He gen rally lovks so com-
posed and quist, However, all that is pothing
cun pll"d with what W) combe aud King can

tll you,'

v hat can they tell ? Let's have it at once,”
said Lyon,

* Well, King went home with Wycombe af-
ter schoul, aud thoy were in the shop together
about mghr. o'eluck, ‘Ahey say they saw Sd-
ney Grey coming down the strest, and that he
stopped ‘under the gas-light in the shop, whers
they saw lim, a3 plainly as possibio, take &
pocket ook oul of Lis pocket, open it, aud 1ake
a paper out, Wyc.mbe laaned over the win-
dow-sill into the street, and he =ava he
can swear that the pa|-r Urey beld in bis
bhand was a bauk-note, You may ask him
your-elf, and vouwll hear what he says. lle
call: d out after Grey, and, instead of anawering,
Grey erumpled up “the paper, and walkoed ho:e
as fast s he could.”

*'A cram of Wycombe's,” mid Lyon, bestow-
ing another vigorous kick on t e nhwn door,

lk) lot that stove door alone, Lyon," said Wil-
son. *Weshall have Martin coming In if you make
such atow, For my part, | am sorry enough to
bel eve anything aguinst Groy, fur | have always
Uked bim; but * don't think lLll hhtury of the
bask-note Is & cram of Wycombe's. 1le told it
to me thy morning after he had seeu Grey, ba-
fore Lyon bad missed his letter, when there
could not be any particular reason fur inventing

shie fw -' or lilhl afacturiug
mas
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such & tale. I did not pav any attention to it at

the time, I thought it just one of his pieces of ﬁ FOR BALE Ok EXCHANGE—IN WIL-
stupid gossip; but new [ do think it tells very Ilamshurgh —Fovorsl mummnn all
budly for tirey. vl ety Wmlm'lronuﬁ.ww?-mw

“] dechm I mever saw such a place as this *

#:hoolroom,"” said Lyon, **One's burut to death

it newr the fire, and frozen to desth if one's AWAY P‘t'lﬂ mmmmul;‘:‘lmul
f:'-r:ml‘ 1 can't stand this siove & woment ll.h nluhl- "'t"l i ﬂ_ "‘-'“

** Nontense, Lyon," said Collins ; * you really
must sit still five minwtes Vonger, and make u,
your mind. 1 am really sorry for you if you
1ake it 8o much to heart ; but it is not our fault
if everything tells n,_nm-t Grey, | am sure you
have heard cnough to convimos you ; but if nw,
Foster says he L:mw- more about it thsn any
oue «lan in the school.”

' V'ring him here,” said Lyon ;

everything there is o be kuown ; and | can wl

Uut that you have been telling me untrutus.

Wilson. *‘It's no conosrn of ours.
make you so suspicious and touchy, Lyon "

“1 will knew
you Tollows that it will be worse fur you if 1 iind

“Why shovld we tell you untruchs 7' said
What ean

Colling apd Harolog left the rovm in searsh of

m"""i i o0 ApRiy 84
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Tou: Fostir, and Lyon resumed his seat befure the T0 lulml o8 l.lul-wrm I'I‘IAD!
— stove, biting & penei’, ;nl‘fltlr:)nql!ulu l:u!“ fire. b od e
y o r 1 s me m nutes before Co lins and Hari-
CHAPTER X1V, lnu‘ ‘r':urmd with Fos'sr. ‘Ahey bad & listle | smver o]
THE FAUAR WiTHERS. dificalty in persusding him to come; and at
" Lv“. don't be & foul,” sald Colligs, | last he followed with slow steps, IM-'“".. %
+"What is the use of kicking in that bar of the | look on bis face. It wasx s relief to him when f ]
ml lf ou ehmuo uarrel with the whole | he entered the school room, to find ttat the tire rese of
y, you may. But all | was buruing ra‘her low, and that the lll". mm —_——-
1 ™ yoll I'DII. 't take tl » matieru was oniy lighted by s single caudle, rn ‘ BAKIBT TO LBT—-A.ID FIXTURES
.-‘-‘;:-‘&’.-i‘g‘-‘l- ERAemlit }| B e LR E | Mo bueutiied 48
now ow L] 111}
’11‘“‘1:"' hod+ ¢ tor, Apret- | Lyon's keen syes ; l‘n:;"nlv. that ;huﬂngun were umt FOR BALE I8 Bmlﬂ.m
being the whole then " trembling, and his tongue sticking to the reof good vl and o3 '"_
ty ‘f“h"lr .ﬂ’ Mg it is | of his mouth. Lyon not look at kim for a ‘- " -rlluhu M ﬁ.f
._“..m‘muup“d hun:dmn the stove and say something
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